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COVID-19 burnout, Stress and resilience. . . .
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The exponential Growth of COVID 19 in few months
have brought the mighty countries on their knees in a very
short time span. The consequences are many fold, it has
not only affected the health system but also the people in
quarantine at their homes or in Covid care centres apart from
Hospitals.
With a high rate of mortality and morbidity, COVID-19
has induced many psychological problems of depression,
fear, anxiety and unending stress and most seriously
burnout. 1 Burnout is a well-described state of physical
and emotional exhaustion, usually seen in professionals
but COVID has extrapolated to people in home quarantine
as well. Uncertainty related to the COVID-19 and the
duration of staying at home has caused significant changes
in our daily life routines. Even a recent research has
also shown that people quarantined are more prone to
psychological breakdown due to stress and fear of illness
and sometimes job insecurity leading to frustrations and
irrational behaviour. 2
Stressful life situations and fear of COVID 19 have
significant adverse effects on the mental health and
psychological functioning of a person. Possibly the
burnout crisis will heighten people’s sense of interpersonal
relationships with the society as being COVID positive
is seen a social stigma at many places. Alternatively, the
distress and anxiety during the pandemic, along with the
loss of colleagues and loved ones, may lead many normal

persons to become disillusioned or to despair.
The paradigm of burnout as a psychological syndrome
is a three dimensional response to interpersonal stressors.
It includes emotional exhaustion, cynicism and decreased
personal accomplishment. 3 The emotional exhaustion refers
to wearing out, loss of energy, debilitation, depletion, and
fatigue. The Cynicism refers to negative attitudes toward
society with irritability, withdrawal, and loss of idealism.
The reduced personal accomplishment is responsible for
poor morale, and an inability to cope with stressors.
This three-dimensional model of burnout highlights the
importance of individual stress experience and one’s
conception of both self and others. 3
To cope with such psychological problems be in health
sector or non-health sector, it is important to delineate the
key factors responsible for this. At this stage, understanding
the importance of character strengths like Resilience also
called as bounce back adaptability can buffer the adverse
effect of stress on burnout. Psychological resilience is the
one’s ability to cope mentally or emotionally with a crisis
or to return to pre-crisis status quickly by adapting to
surrounding changes for protecting self from the potential
negative effects of stressors. In addition, resilience refers
to the “ability to bounce back” quickly from stressful
situations, and flexible adaptation to a new situation. 4 It is
an inside personal strength that can contribute to the positive
functioning in emotions, thoughts, and behaviours.
Emotions are contagious. Given the levels of anxiety and
negativity, many feel right now, there is something liberating
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and life giving about sparing oneself from the constant
comparisons, complaints. Whenever you feel stressed up to
the level of brink . . . Ask yourself:
What will you do and how be a role model for others
if you have to lead from front with courage not fear, selftrust not self-doubt? Notice how that shifts your outlook,
emotions and actions towards life. If it improves your day,
even just a little, do the same tomorrow and persuade others
for the same.
Pandemics of this scale will come repeatedly but what
we have learnt from them over the years is still lacking
in delivering a proactive planning to address these events.
Whatever the future brings, start by establishing dynamic
planning processes that will enable you to unlock the big
moves required to come out of your depression anxiety and
burnout of COVID psychology of left alone. This is going
to happen again, and it is our choice to ‘Live or Perish’. . . .

it: rapid review of the evidence. Lancet. 2020;395(10227):912–20.
doi:10.1016/s0140-6736(20)30460-8.
3. Maslach C, Leiter MP. Understanding the burnout experience: recent
research and its implications for psychiatry.
World Psychiatry.
2016;15(2):103–11. doi:10.1002/wps.20311.
4. Tugade MM, Fredrickson BL. Resilient Individuals Use Positive
Emotions to Bounce Back From Negative Emotional Experiences.
J Personal Soc Psychol. 2004;86(2):320–33.
doi:10.1037/00223514.86.2.320.

Author biography
Lalit
Gupta,
Associate
Professor
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7291-5961

References
1. Arslan G, Yildirim M, Wong PTP. Meaningful living, resilience,
affective balance, and psychological health problems during COVID19. 2020;doi:10.31234/osf.io/wsr3e.
2. Brooks SK, Webster RK, Smith LE, Woodland L, Wessely S, Greenberg
N, et al. The psychological impact of quarantine and how to reduce

151

Cite this article: Gupta L. COVID-19 burnout, Stress and
resilience. . . .. Indian J Clin Anaesth 2021;8(2):150-151.

